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Our preservation mission
discovers, documents,
shares, and preserves

the history and material
culture of Huntsville-

Madison County through
programs and projects 

that include the 
contributions of 
all Alabamians.

Supported by member
donations since 1974, our

nonprofit organization
promotes the preservation

of historically and
culturally significant 

places through education, 
public engagement, 

and advocacy.

H A R R I S O N  B R O T H E R S :
M O R E  T H A N  A  S T O R E

Ron Poteat and the Downtown Huntsville, Inc. Board of Directors present the Best Retail Establishment 
of 2026 award to the Historic Huntsville Foundation Board of Directors and staff. 

It was an honor to be nominated, and we never expected to win, but we are deeply 
grateful to everyone who voted for Harrison Brothers as the Best Downtown 
Huntsville Retail Establishment of 2026. Winners were announced at the 
Downtown Huntsville, Inc. awards program on January 29 at Mars Music Hall.

Since 1879, Harrison Brothers has been part of Huntsville’s commercial life. That 
history gives us a unique perspective on the challenges facing locally owned retail 
shops today. Retail is a hard business in 2026, especially when it is so easy to click 
and shop from home.

But those clicks come at a cost to our community. Locally owned shops employ 
local residents and strengthen the economy close to home. At last count, 
Harrison Brothers carries the goods of over 150 local artists and vendors,
providing a marketplace for local artists, artisans, and makers to connect with 
customers to grow their businesses. Shopping local is also an investment in our 
area’s infrastructure, funding critical services such as schools, roads, and police 
and fire protection. 

The Historic Huntsville Foundation purchased Harrison Brothers in 1984 to 
keep an established retail business on Huntsville’s historic courthouse square. 
Today, through walking tours, museum exhibitions, and educational events, the 
store serves as a hub of activity that connects visitors and shoppers from around 
the world with Huntsville’s history, local makers, and community life. Through 
this, Harrison Brothers is a strong contributor to Huntsville’s broader economic 
development through tourism, local retail, and support for local makers.

At a time when so many things seem beyond our control, shopping local is a 
meaningful choice we can make that directly benefits our community. 
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Our Cornerstones of Freedom walking tours launched in May 2025.

Bart Siniard made his debut as a guest 
tour guide during the June 2025 walking tour. 

Mrs. Ollye Conley, William Hampton, 
and Bart Siniard joined our October 2025 tour 

as guest tour guides, bringing 
their perspectives to the discussion.

Our Places Where Huntsville Women Made History walking tour debuted in March 2026 to rave reviews. 
Many thanks to guest guides Dr. Henry Binford, Dr. Laura Keigan and UAH intern Glory Sipper for sharing their expertise with our group.

Our 

guided tours 
bring PEOPLE TO 

OUR DOWNTOWN CORE 

to experience 
history in the 

placeS where 
it happened.
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In 2025, HHF 
Hosted 

98 
community 

events

Welcomed 

32,000  
visitors

from

49 
states 

(darn South Dakota!) 
and 

30 
countries

Who purchased 
goods from 

150 
local artists, 
artisans, and 

makers. 

Our 
Mission 
Brings the 

World 
to

Visitors enjoy the 
chance to experience 
hands-on history, 
including the opportunity 
to operate our 1907 
National cash register.

Harrison Brothers is a favorite stop for family reunions and group visits, 

connecting personal stories with local history.

This Arkansas family 
spent their morning 
learning about the 
Reconstruction Era 
during their visit to 
Harrison Brothers. 

The American Signature Quilt drew strong 
interest from quilting enthusiasts eager to 

connect local history with a national story.
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In 2025, HHF members gathered 
in historic places, shared memorable 
experiences, and engaged more deeply with 
the work of preservation. These events are 
one of the many ways HHF membership 
brings people closer to the stories and 
spaces that define our community.

Austin, Marion, and Nora Faulkner enjoyed their 
afternoon exploring the stars. 

HHF members peered through telescopes once used 
by Huntsville’s pioneer space scientists at our April 

Invitation to History tour at the Wernher von Braun 
Planetarium on Monte Sano Mountain. 

INVITATION TO HISTORY:
VON BRAUN PLANETARIUM

COMMUNITY PARTNERS RECEPTION:
THE NEW UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE

Our Community Partners Reception at North Alabama’s new federal 
courthouse honored the donors and partners whose generosity sustains our 
preservation and educational work. 

The new federal courthouse provided a dramatic setting for HHF’s 2025 Community Partners Reception. 

Left: Senior United States District Judge Lynwood Smith welcomed guests at the September gathering. 
Right: Judges Liles Burke and Lynwood Smith secured the relocation and restoration of the c.1937 Xavier 

Gonzalez mural, “Tennessee Valley Authority”, now displayed in the atrium of the new courthouse.

Artist Caleb O’Connor shared his “Wheeler Natural Wildlife Refuge, Sandhill Crane Migration”, 
one of the seven history-based murals displayed in the new federal courthouse.

INVITATION TO HISTORY:
“Tales from the Castellano crypt”

With designer Charles Vaughn leading the discussion, Donna and Mike Castellano’s Little House 
(a 1940s freestanding garage adapted as a living space) was the focus of our October 

Invitation to History event. 
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As we look ahead to 2026 and America’s 250th anniversary, Historic Huntsville Foundation will continue to offer members 
special opportunities to gather, learn, and connect Huntsville’s places to the larger American story.

Our Invitation to History tours provide members with unforgettable experiences in Huntsville-Madison County’s historic places.

Historic Preservation Awards 
and Tour of Oak Place
The Venue at Oak Place, 808 Maysville Road 

Built in 1840 as the country home of architect George Steele, 
Oak Place is distinguished by its unusual split-level design and 
grand entertaining spaces.  Following our preservation awards, 
join us for a tour of this extraordinary historic residence.

Hosted by Bill Chapman and Breck Robinson of 
The Venue at Oak Place.

This event is open to all HHF members. Reservation required.

MEMBER EVENTS MEMBER EVENTS 

May 6,  2026,  10 : 00 AM

Oak Street Remembered: 
A Tour of the Sublett-
Lockwood House 
527  Fountain Row SW

The Sublett-Lockwood Home is one of only three houses that 
remain from the days when Fountain Row was known as Oak 
Street and part of a vibrant neighborhood of middle-class Black 
and white residents. Now home to Lockwood Law, the house 
offers members an opportunity to explore a fascinating chapter 
of Huntsville history. 

Hosted by Julie and Robert Lockwood.

This event is open to all HHF members. Reservation required.
June 28,  2026

An American Classic: 
HHF Community 
Partners Reception
The George Steele House, 519 Randolph Ave

Held at the George Steele House, the architect’s first home in 
Huntsville, the Community Partners Reception offers a gracious 
setting to celebrate the donors and partners whose generosity 
sustains HHF’s mission.

 Hosted by Stephanie and Neil Schamban. 

This event is open to members at the Community Partners 
($500) level and above. Reservation required. 

October 25,  2026
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS MEMBERS!
Your membership donations are the foundation 
for our community-based mission.

Historic Huntsville 
Museum Sponsor

Propst Family Foundation
Virginia and Parker Griffith
Program Sponsor

Carol Codori
Pam and Joey Johnson
Cathy and Bill Stender
Preservation Partner

Linda and Bob Akenhead
Donna and Mike Castellano
Thomas Craven
Austin Faulkner and Laura Keigan
Five Points Historic District
Revel Gwyn and Lewis Dworsky
Cecilia Halsey
Shelbie King
Dale Rhoades
Jean Templeton
Nancy and Richard Van Valkenburgh
Partner

Cheryl and Dewey Brazelton
Amy and Steven Buckley
Natalie and Liles Burke
Betty and Julian Butler
Christa and Jason Butler
Rebecca and David Carstens
Henry Crosby
Robert Franklin
Cynthia and Gregg Geis
Rosemary and Joe Lee
Lauren and Doug Martinson
Dabsey and Dan Maxwell
Ann and Wayne McDonald
Susan and Bruce Park
Kathryn and Lewis Price
Monty and Vicki Redburn
Mary Pat and Dennis Riley
Dianne and Calame Sammons
Mark Sapp
Patsy and John Shields
Missy Ming and Lynwood Smith
UAH Foundation

Ann Upchurch
Jane and Tom Wacaster
Benefactor

Christy and Bill Alison
Pat Ammons and Lee Roop
Sheri and Michael Belmont
Curtis Benzle and Wendy Wilson
Sally Blue
Virginia and Mike Caruso
Martha Collins
Leslie and Moss Crosby
Jerry Damson
Jim Davis
Katie Davis
Sherry Dinges
Mary Ann and Gene Ezell
Linda Flaherty-Goldsmith
Connie Grund
Christy and Lee Hoekenschnieder
Frances Huffman
Aimee and Steve Johnson
Susan and Bill Johnston
Sarah Lauren and Andy Kattos
Cathy and Andy Kelly
Shannon and George King
Kristi Krieger
Andy Lowery
Kay and Sam Lowry
Shelaine and Alex Luttrell, III
Lisa and Jud McCrary
Jane McDonald
Angela Mead
Old Town Historic Preservation 
   District Assoc.
Mary Lee and Lee Prout
Olivia Reed
Louise and John Reynolds
Lindsay Rice
Pat and Gene Sapp
Sasha and Charlie Sealy
Sue and John Shaver
Deanne and Chadwick Shull
Edna Stilwell
Caroline Swope
Janice Turner

Sally Warden
Beverly and Louis Weiner
Elizabeth and Greg Whitehead
Charles Winters
Jane and Peter Yu
Patron

Frances Akridge
Kathy Anderson
Margaret Batson
Sherryl Boyer
Kakki and J.R. Brooks
Kay Brotherton
Susan and Hall Bryant, Jr.
Kelly and Michael Butler
Valerie and Jay Chandler
Victoria Clendenon
Angel and Richard Coleman
Xan and Tim Curran
Becky and Richard Curtis
Jan Dorning
Saralyn Dwyer
Velma and James Foster
Charles Froehlich and Charles Vaughn
Rusty George
Sara and Pat Graves, Jr.
Cara and John Greco
SueAnne Griffith
Laura Jo and George Hamilton
Melinda and John Hamilton
Kim and John Hartley
Patsy and Frank Haws
Delphia Hill
Kitty Hinds
Jackie and Dave Hobbs
Darryl Holder and Nancy Van 
Valkenburgh
Roy Hutcheson
Laura and Michael Innes
Sue and Steve Johnson
Ellie and Allen Lastinger
Alice Lawler
Eleanor and Rick Loring
Linda and Don Maccubbin
Linda and James Maples
Mackenzie and Jonathan Mayhall
Jane McBride
Kathy and Bob McCoy
Gay and Charles Money
Hilary Morris



FOUNDATION FORUM  |   SPRING 2026 7

Laurie and Thomas Noojin
John Ofenloch
Josie and Bill O’Meara
Marilyn Passino
Loye Pine
Jennifer and Michael Propst
Dianne and James Reynolds
Ken Rivenbark and Randy Roper
Barry Schrimsher
Laura and Barry Silberman
Shannon and Derek Simpson
Linda Smith
LeeAnne and George Smith
Rhonda and Les Stamps
Connie and Rusty Stephenson
Ron Thomas
Jane and Louie Tippett
Charlotte and Tim Tolar
Ashley Tyson
Ann and Dave Weis
Sylvia Wilmer
Sarah Zupko
Individual/Family

Maggie and Drew Aden
Ann and Fred Allen
Bonnie and Jim Batson
Mayor Tommy Battle
Paulette and Edward Bernstein
Lynne Berry
Henry Binford
Carolyn and John Blue
Hannah Boon
Beverly and Jim Bragg
Rhonda and Doug Brewster
Gerard and Jane Brocato
Lucy Brown
Andy Brown and Christine Grice
Mem and Hall Bryant, III
Ann and Lee Buffaloe
Carol and Bill Burgess
Hannah and Clint Caudle
Virginia Conerly
Wendell Cook
Steven Cowart
Annelle and Tom Craig
Carol and Deane Dayton
Paulette Dickerson
Anna and Rusty Dinwiddie
Lu Downey

Mary Drakey
Leslie and Fred Ecklund
Lynne and Stewart Evans
Sara Beth Fair
Teresa and Bob Gaffin
Sarah and Carl Gessler, Jr.
Herman Gierow
June and Buddy Guynes
Carole and Richard Hamm
Susie and Tommy Harper
Dorcas Harris and Dick Reeves
Eleanor and George Harsh
Nancy and Juergen Haukohl
Melissa Hays
Peg and Buzz Heeschen
Sarah and Tom Hereford
Liz and Billy Herrin
Bonnie and Steve Hettinger
Jennifer Hibbs
Anthony Hodgson
Faith and Ty Horton
Dick and Marilyn Hull
Julie and Mark Hunter
Jeffrey Huntley
Petressa Israel
Kathryn Jackson
Mary Susan and Jack Johnson
Claudia Jones
Kathy Jones
Marilyn Kavanaugh
Caroline and Martin Kennedy
Karen Kimbrough
Drenda King
Michael Kirkpatrick
Ellie and Jeff Lienau
Betsy and Peter Lowe
Karen and Doug Madison
Sophie and Mark Mantooth
Carol and Jesse May
Mackenzie and Jonathan Mayhall
Linda McAllister
Patrick McCormick
Henri and Mark McDaniel
Ginney and Foster McDonald
Paige McLeod
Susan and Charles Morley
Gail and John Moss
Ann Myers
Freya and Loch Neely
Shelby and Benny Nelson

Bill Nunn
James Oaks
Suzanne O’Connor
Erin Owens
Susan Ozment
Ted Paludan
Charlotte and Jimmy Park
James Parker
Sharon and Albert Patterson
Peggy and Ralph Petroff
Shari and Ron Poteat
Mark and Kate Purvis
Jacque and Robert Reeves
Kim and Ken Renner
Melissa and Dag Rowe
Patricia Ryan
Cindi and James Sanderson
Stephanie and Neil Schamban
Caroline and Martin Schreeder
Mary Claire Sefton
Lacey and Jon Sharpe
Katie Shaver
Pam Shepard
Stephanie Sherman
Janet and William Sholes
Rebecca and Larry Smith
Karl Sondermann
Susan and Bill Sullins
Penny and Steven Sumners
Charlotte Teague
Deb and Don Thomas
Annette and Richard Tingle
Brenda and Richard Titus
Freeda Vest
Chawn Wade
Angela Walker
Kristen Warr
Janet Watson
Sarah and Andy Watson
Margie and Michael Weisman
Kay and Don Wheeler
Rachel Whorton
Mary and Newell Witherspoon
Sarah Curtis and Don Wolfe
Lindsey and Tom Wright
Wendy Yang
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2026 Board of Directors

Vicki Van Valkenburgh, Chair
Bart Siniard, Vice Chair

Leslie Propst McDaniel, Treasurer
Lauren Martinson, Secretary

Pat Ammons, Past Chair 

Tom Craven
Robert Franklin
Joey Johnson
Dan Maxwell
Lewis Price 

Emily Reiney
Dianne Reynolds

Stephanie Schamban
Shannon Simpson

Ex Officio
U’Meeka Smith

Katie Stamps

Donna Castellano, Executive Director
Debra Jacobs, Store Manager 

There are three ways to join HHF:

Complete enclosed form
and return with check

Join online at 
historichuntsville.org

Scan this QR code with 
your smartphone

1 2 3JOIN, ReNEW, 
oR DONATE 

TODAY!

Wed, May 6
10 AM

SUN, May 17
2 pm

THU, May 21
2026

SUN, May 31
2 pm

Historic Preservation Awards 
The Venue at Oak Place, 808 Maysville Road
(Reservations required)
 
Wish You Were Here: 
America Through the Vintage Postcard Collection 
of Peg and George Heeschen  

Harrison Brothers Hardware, 124 Southside Square

America’s 250TH Signature Celebration
The American Signature Quilt returns to Harrison Brothers.
The debut of our new exhibition,  
“How to Save a Historic Store in Five Easy Steps” 
Opening night of the American Signature Art Show
American Signature Quilt exhibited through July 4, 2026.
Five Easy Steps and Signature Art Show run through September 8. 
 
Friendship and Fundraising: 
The Story of American Signature Quilts
A program by Ryan Blocker, Museum Collections Coordinator, 
Alabama Department of Archives & History

Madison County Public Library, 915 Madison Street

Free Public Programs FOR AMERICA’S 250TH 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER: 
Preserving Memory, Protecting Place: 
The Mission to Save Black Historic Sites 

Presentation and panel discussion with 
Dr. Caroline Swope,  Historic Preservation Specialist, City of Decatur, and
Dr. Daylan Woodall, Pastor, First Missionary Baptist Church, Decatur. 

This program is a partnership with the Alabama Humanities Alliance. 

Date, Time, and Location 
to be Announced


