
Our preservation mission 

discovers, documents, 

shares, and preserves 

the history and material 

culture of Huntsville-

Madison County through 

programs and projects that 

include the contributions 

of all Alabamians. 

Supported by member 

donations since 1974, our 

nonprofit organization 

promotes the preservation 

of historically and 

culturally significant places 

through education, public 

engagement, and advocacy.

Hidden No More: Huntsville’s Black Suffrage Pioneers
Six Black women who labored quietly for voting rights received a homecoming reception for 
the ages on a sunny October afternoon in William Hooper Councill Memorial Park, with the 
dedication of a historic marker that welcomed Mary Binford, Ellen Brandon, India Herndon, 
Lou Bertha Johnson, Celia Love, and Dora Lowery to their rightful place in Alabama history.  

Alabama Governor Kay Ivey and Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle joined devoted family 
members and over 500 event attendees to dedicate a historic marker recognizing the six 
Black women allowed to register to vote in Madison County in 1920 following the ratifica-
tion of the 19th amendment. 

Huntsville’s Black suffragists were the product of a vibrant Black community formed in the 
aftermath of slavery whose members committed themselves to claiming the opportunities 
of freedom. They were “educators, business owners, philanthropists, community volunteers 
and the mothers of the Civil Rights Movement,” said Donna Castellano, Executive Director 
of the Historic Huntsville Foundation (HHF). According to Castellano, the full tapestry of 
Alabama history only becomes visible when their stories become part of the narrative.

Grandchildren and other family members of the suffragists (continued on page 3)                
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Left to right: Patsy Harris and Yvonne Lowery-Kennedy, granddaughters of Dora Lowery; 
Alabama Governor Kay Ivey, HHF Executive Director Donna Castellano, Dr. Herndon Spillman, 

grandson of India Herndon; Huntsville Mayor Tommy Battle, Joan Carter, granddaughter of 
Mary Binford; Lakeside Methodist Pastor Randy Kelley, and over 500 community supporters 

witnessed the unveiling of Alabama’s first historic marker recognizing Black suffragists.



 
“Thank you” seems so small to encompass 
all I have been fortunate to be part of 
with Historic Huntsville Foundation and 
Harrison Brothers Hardware. The enor-
mity of what this group does often leaves 
me speechless, so it will simply have to be 
enough for now.

Three generations of Binford-
Carters peruse the pages of 
“Color Me, Huntsville” at the 
marker dedication honoring 

their grandmother, great 
grandmother, and great-great 

grandmother Mary Binford. 
“Color Me, Huntsville” features 
a sketch of the Binford family 

home, now demolished, and the 
story of Mary Binford. 

As the year speeds ever closer to its end, 
and as I prepare to complete my tenure as 
your Historic Huntsville Foundation Board 
Chair, one might think I would be looking 
back. It seems only natural to spend my 
time reminiscing over the past few years 
and fondly reliving HHF’s successes in 
growth, the resiliency of Harrison Broth-
ers Hardware during the pandemic, the 
dedication of our team to sharpen our 
focus on educating the community about 
Huntsville historical sites with a more 
inclusive vision as well as so many other 
points of pride and progress. 
 
Instead, I choose to look forward! I antic-
ipate ahead to a future HHF, a community 
force in creating a home for the newest 
of citizens, from the farthest away places, 

HHF Chairman Leslie Walker 

by fostering a pride in this city. A pride 
that comes from understanding the roots 
of our community and the role you are 
playing in writing the next chapters. We 
have made huge strides in this direction 
over recent years but there is still much to 
be done.
 
As the passionate team of your Historic 
Huntsville Foundation Board and staff 
moves on to next goals, they will abso-
lutely need all your support and encour-
agement. Together you will make magic 
in opening doors for more Invitation to 
History events, explore the creation of 
history-driven trails, tours, and behind-
the-scenes opportunities, as well as 
uncover more hidden history, preventing 
it from being lost forever.

From the Chairman

Christina Wegman’s sketch of Lakeside 
Methodist Church makes a glorious 

cover for “Color Me, Huntsville: Where 
Huntsville Women Made History.” Black 

Huntsvillians founded Lakeside in 
1866. The congregation completed the 

sanctuary in 1886, constructed from 
materials purchased from the original 
c. 1843 Church of Nativity, dismantled 
in the 1870s.  Sadly, fire destroyed the 

building in the late 1960s. 

Color More, Huntsville! 
Was there every any doubt? Our NEW “Where Huntsville Women Made History” 
coloring book is an unqualified success. Artist Christina Wegman and historian Donna 
Castellano once again combine their collective talents to create a kid-friendly coloring 
book that brings much-needed attention to the untold stories of Huntsville women.

Here, the history of Huntsville’s women come alive as children learn about Mary    
Binford, Ellelee Humes, Alice Baldridge, Nurse Johnnie LouJeanne Dent, and Alberta 
Taylor--groundbreaking pioneers whose work improved the lives of all Alabamians. 
Our newest coloring book brings the stories of Black and White women from the 
shadows, putting a spotlight on their individual lives in a way that explains the signif-
icance of their collective contributions to our local, state, and national history. 

This book is one component of HHF’s larger program, “Where Huntsville Women 
Made History,” which includes the dedication of four historic markers and the debut of 
a heritage history trail. HHF received grants from the Alabama Humanities Alliance, 
the Community Foundation of Greater Huntsville, and generous support from HHF 
members to fund these projects. As a memento of the occasion, HHF gave “Huntsville 
Women” coloring books to those who attended our October marker dedication. 

Leslie Tuck Walker

 Jim Teed



Building the Future for Huntsville Preservation
A new year heralds new opportunities, and HHF’s 2022 membership 
package gives members new opportunities to learn, share, and expe-
rience Huntsville history and its historic sites.

Experience Huntsville’s Historic Places at our     
“Invitation to History” Tours.  

Oakwood University will also open the gates to their historic cam-
pus for our members to explore. We will enjoy tours of East Hall, 
c. 1910, J. L. Moran Hall, completed in 1943 and named after the 
first Black president of Oakwood University, and the Morning Star 
School House. We have fingers crossed that the Aeolians will make 
an appearance, too!  Scheduled for Late Spring 2022. 

 

Members will tour the magnificent c. 1883 Goldsmith House in the heart of 
the Twickenham Historic District.  Built by Henrietta and Morris Bernstein 
for their daughter Betty (Bernstein) Goldsmith and son in law, Oscar Gold-
smith.  The property remained in family hands until its purchase by Nancy 
and Richard Van Valkenburgh in 2000, when it became home to Van Valken-
burgh & Wilkinson Properties, Inc., a family-owned real estate business.  

Witness Alabama History at our Marker               
Dedication Events. 

Members will receive advance invitations to the historic marker dedications 
recognizing Dr. Frances Roberts, noted historian and historic preservation-
ist, and Alice Boarman Baldridge, first woman from Madison County elected 
to public office in 1916. 

Discover the Hidden History of Huntsville Suffragists 
Members will receive mailed invitations for “Hidden Figures No More: Capturing the 
History of Huntsville’s Black Suffragist,” a program presented by HHF Executive Director 
Donna Castellano on Wednesday, February 16 at 6:00, the Huntsville Area Association of 
Realtors Building. 

Preservation all Wrapped up in a Bow!  
Members who join at the Patron ($125) level or above will receive a newly commissioned Pre-
serve dish from ClaybyLaura personally delivered to their porch. Laura completely reimagined 
the piece for 2022, incorporating her signature “Alabama” shape into the design.

ClaybyLaura’s artful interpretation 
of our preservation mission.  Peruse our new membership menu in the enclosed membership materials!

(continued from page 1) travelled from New York, Baton Rouge, Chicago, and Atlanta to witness the unveiling of the historic marker.  
All were unaware of their grandmother’s involvement in the suffrage movement until contacted by HHF representatives.  Joan Car-
ter, granddaughter of Mary Binford, compared the suffragists to “hidden figures,” pioneering women whose contributions to a great 
cause had been unknown. 

Huntsville is the first city to dedicate a historic marker to Alabama’s early Black suffragists. We hope our example inspires others to 
follow in our footsteps.

A Landmark for Higher Learning 
The campus of Oakwood University 

Family Matters
The Goldsmith House



The family of 
India Herndon. 

Dr. Herndon Spillman, 
grandson of India 
Herndon, and his 

daughters, Katherine-
Evangeline Spillman and 

Leslie-Claire Spillman

Alabama’s first historic marker dedication recognizing Alabama’s Black suffragists was a celebration for the ages. 

228 words that made history. 

Blue skies and the First Baptist Church steeple make 
for a glorious day of history. 

The family of Dora Lowery.  
L to R Timothy Kennedy, Carnetta Kennedy, Yvonne Lowery-

Kennedy, granddaughter of Dora Lowery, Zoe Kennedy, Joseph 
Lowery-Kennedy, Ciana Kennedy and Heather Kennedy.Snapshots of history.

Jim Teed

The family of Mary Binford.
Joan Carter and Dr. Allen Carter, grandchildren 

of Mary Binford, flanked by Tony Carter, 
Memphis Carter (left) and Ben Carter (right). 

Jeff White

Jeff White

Jeff White

Jim Teed

Jeff White



Huntsville Alumnae Chapter of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Warner Byars, Annie Cheatham, Ida Crawford, Velma Foster, 
Diane Singletary King, Harriet Littlepage, and Elaine Tibbs Rice 
interpreted the history of suffragists at the marker dedication. 

Lochlan Elrod, who colored the sketch of Lakeside Methodist that 
graces the newest cover of Color Me, Huntsville, with and his 

grandmother, Suzie Hiatt. 

Denise Swain, of Scenethat Tours, interviewed the suffragists’ 
grandchildren about their grandmothers, creating the first 

documented oral history of the suffragists’ lives.  Here, Denise 
speaks with Dr. Allen Carter and Joan Carter about their 

grandmother, Mary Binford. 

Decatur’s Girls Connected 4 A Cause celebrating voting rights.

Volunteers from Huntsville’s Girls Inc. distributed marker 
programs at the event. 

The Huntsville Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.Central North Alabama Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. 

Jeff White Jeff White

Jeff White
Jim Teed
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Your membership support and generous contributions are the foundation of 
our community-based preservation mission. 

Foundation Partner
Alabama Humanities Alliance 
Propst Family Foundation

Preservation Partner
Virginia and Parker Griffith 

Preservation Society
Julie and Bob Broadway
The Community Foundation 
Thomas Craven
Butch and Jerry Damson
Cecilia Halsey
Pam and Joey Johnson
Shelbie King
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Lowery 
Jean Templeton
Nancy and Richard Van Valkenburgh, Jr.

Community Partner
Bonnie and Jim Batson 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Buckley
Anne and Mark Harbarger
Preservation Company
Dianne and Calame Sammons
Mark Sapp
Kelly and Randy Schrimsher
Patsy and John Shields

Benefactor
Christy and Bill Alison
Jerry Barclay
Sara Batson
 Boeing Grant 
Betty and Julian Butler
C and A Printing
Rebecca and David Carstens 
Greg Carter
Frances and Wes Clayton
Allison Click
Sallyanne Cos
Claudia and Jim Davis
Mary Ann and Gene Ezell 
Cynthia and Gregg Geis
Cara and John Greco
Connie Grund
Laura Jo and George Hamilton
John and Melinda Hamilton

Janet and Kevin Heard
Delphia Hill
Phyllis and Hank Holland 
Kathy Jones
Cathy and Andy Kelly
Sarah Lauren and Andy Kattos
Shannon and George King
Ellie and Allen Lastinger
Judy and Jim Link
Lee and Andy Lowery
Kay and Sam Lowry
Susan and Gary Markham 
Mary McQuinn
Martha and Ed Miller
Old Town Historic Preservation District Assoc.
Susan and Bruce Park
Zack and Christie Penney
Vicki and Monty Redburn
Olivia and J. D. Reed
Louise and John Reynolds
Pam Rhodes
Carolyn and Jim Rountree
Sue and John Shaver
Laura and Barry Silberman
Kacie and Christopher Simpson 
Bill Stender
Caroline Swope
Ann Upchurch
Vicki Van Valkenburgh
Charles Vaughn and Tom Froehlich 
Sally Warden
Wendy Wilson and Curtis Benzle
Jane and Peter Yu

Patron
Beverly and Danny Alm
Pat Ammons and Lee Roop 
Lyn and Gil Aust
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Batson
Tommy Battle
Sheri and Michael Belmont
Jean Berry
Karen and Michael Bofenkamp
James Boyce
Lucy and Roy Brown
Mem and Hall Bryant III
Susan and Hall Bryant, Jr.
Candy and John Burnett
Virginia and Mike Caruso
Marie and Rob Cayse
Alden Cayse

Victoria Clendenon
Carol Codori
Ann and Fred Coffey
Becky and Richard Curtis
Jan and Blake Dorning
Kathleen Dotts
Saralyn Dwyer
Rusty George
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Gierow
Christine Grice
Peggy and Gary Griner
Eleanor and George Harsh
Kim and John Hartley
Nancy and Juergen Haukohl
Patsy and Frank Haws
Bonnie and Steve Hettinger
Suzie and Dick Hiatt
Kitty Hinds
Joyce Hoar
Sue and Steve Johnson
Aimee and Steve Johnson
Bill Johnston
Alice Lawler
Teresa and John Ledbetter
Rosemary and Joe Lee
Anne and George Lewis
Ellie and Jeff Lienau
Betsy and Peter Lowe 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Alex Luttrell, III
Linda and James Maples
Ellen and Joe Marks
Henri and Mark McDaniel
Ann and Wayne McDonald
Laurie and Tom Noojin
Michael O’Connor
Bobbie and Dean O’Farrell
Josie and Bill O’Meara
John Ofenloch
Marilyn Passino
Brandon Powell
Mike Propst
Mary Lee and Lee Prout
Anne Marie and Tom Reidy
Dale Rhoades
Sasha and Charlie Sealy
Janet and William Sholes
Deanne and Chadwick Shull
Loretta Spencer
Connie and Rusty Stephenson
Pam and John Stieglitz
Carroll Strickland



Susan and Bill Sullins
Denise Swain
Ron Thomas
Jane and Louie Tippett
Lynne and Joe Vallely
Nancy Van Valkenburgh and Darryl Holder 
Leslie Walker
Margaret and Cary Watson
Janet Watson
Marsha Weinstein
Elisabeth Whitten
Diane and Jan Williams
Mary and Newell Witherspoon
Mr. and Mrs. William Woodward

Family
Sharron and Elliott Abernethy, Jr.
Ruby Akin
Julie Anglin
Louise and Fred Applegate
Gayle Baslock
Sharon and Tom Baxter, III
Paulette and Edward Bernstein
Hannah Boon
Flo and Al Boyer
Beverly and Jim Bragg
Rhonda and Doug Brewster
Kakki and J.R. Brooks
Richard Brooks 
Kay Brotherton
Gayle and Ed Buckbee
Ann and Butch Buffaloe
Emily and Jack Burwell
Madelyn Bussey
Krista Campbell
Judy and Barry Carden
Donna and Mike Castellano
Valerie and Jay Chandler
Carol Chandler
Kathy and Ronnie Chesser
Debbie Clotfelter and Will Marsh
Sherrill Clontz
Martha and John Collins
Sarah and Tony Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Hanson Couvillion, Sr.
Steven Cowart
Annelle and Tom Craig
Leslie and Moss Crosby
Xan and Tim Curran
Sarah Curtis and Don Wolfe 
Carol and Deane Dayton
Anna and Rusty Dinwiddie
Lynda Doud
Lu Downey
Leslie and Fred Ecklund
Margo Ellison

Karen Elmore
Carlene Elrod
Lynne and Stewart Evans
Tristram Evans
Teresa and Bob Gaffin
Pam and Tony Gann
Pete George
Sarah and Carl Gessler, Jr.
Margaret Anne Goldsmith
Sara and Pat Graves, Jr.
Elizabeth Hamrick
Harvilee Harbarger
Susie and Tommy Harper
Dorcas Harris and Dick Reeves 
Cindy and Dick Hartman
Sarah and Tom Hereford 
Liz and Billy Herrin
David Hodge
Sheree Holland
Faith Horton
Don and Mary Huber
Dick and Marilyn Hull
Martha Sue and Vernon Hutchens
Laura and Michael Innes
Kathryn Jackson
Mary Susan and Jack Johnson
Nell and David Johnston
Nicole Jones
Marilyn and Ben Kavanaugh
Whitley Kelley
Drenda King
Michael Kirkpatrick
Crystal Lavendar Kitchens
Ola Ann Lee
Bettie and Donald Lewter
Ginger and Libby Loder
Eleanor and Rick Loring
Linda and Don Maccubbin
Douglas Madison
Cindy and Fulvio Manto
Sophie and Mark Mantooth
William Martin
Debbie Mayes
Jane McBride
Eugenia and Bill McCoy
Ginney and Foster McDonald
Elizabeth McDonald
Gerry and Kermit Moore
Susan and Charles Morley
Beth and Ray Morring
Mr. and Mrs. John Moss
Erica Mossholder
Bill Munson
Ann and Rodney Myers
Freya and Loch Neely
Shelby and Benny Nelson
Josephine Ndolo and Tangayi Githu 

Suzanne O’Connor
Carrie Olden
Susan Ozment
Dr. and Mrs. Paludan
Charlotte and Jimmy Park Jr
Sharon and Albert Patterson
Nancy and Charlie Pike
Shari and Ron Poteat
Mark and Kate Purvis
Jacque and Robert Reeves 
Emily and Mike Reiney
Mary Pat and Dennis Riley
Ken Rivenbark and Randy Roper 
Kaitlynn Roark
Erin Roberts
Melissa and Dag Rowe
Pat Ryan
Cindi and James Sanderson
Gene Sapp
Stephanie and Neil Schamban
Barry Schrimsher
Mary Claire Sefton
Cindy Sensenberger
Cheryl and Scott Sexton
Jenny Shaneyfelt
Lacey and Jon Sharpe
Katie Shaver
Pam and Taze Shepard III
Stephanie Sherman
Linda Smith
Patty and Sid Smith
Richard Spera
Rhonda and Les Stamps
Katie Stamps
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Stewart
Sally and Carter Stockton
Penny and Steven Sumners
Jennifer Swoboda
Tenesah Thomas
Deb and Don Thomas
Annette and Richard Tingle
Brenda and Richard Titus
Charlotte and Tim Tolar
Janice Turner
Camille and Herbert Vaughan
Freeda Vest
Jane and Tom Wacaster
Lynda Walker
Charlie Warren
Sarah and Andy Watson
Ann and Dave Weis 
Kay and Don Wheeler
Margie and Michael Wiesman
Sylvia and John Wilmer 
Beth Wise
Shalis Worthy



2022 HHF Board of Directors 
 

Officers

Jerry Barclay
Chair

Pat Ammons
Vice Chair

Vicki Van Valkenburgh
Secretary

Ellie Lastinger
Treasurer

Leslie Walker
Immediate Past Chair

Candy Burnett
Brenda Chunn

Andy Kelly
Judy Link

Susan Markham 
Olivia Reed 

Stephanie Sherman

Katie Stamps
Ex Officio

Donna Castellano
Executive Director

  

Cheryl Sexton
HBH Store Manager

Newsletter Editor
Donna Castellano

Designed by 
Carrie Alderfer

124 Southside Square
Huntsville, AL 35801

2022 Membership Levels & Benefits

Individual/Family Membership $50
 • Invitations to “Invitation to History” Members-Only Tours 
 • Recognition in HHF newsletter
 • 10% discount at Harrison Brothers Hardware, excluding sale and consignment

Patron $125 All of the above, plus:
 • ClaybyLaura Pottery Keepsake made exclusively for HHF members
 • Recognition in HHF Newsletter

Benefactor $250 All of the above, plus:
 • Early-Bird registration for “Invitation to History Tours”
 • Recognition on Donor Board in Harrison Brothers Hardware

Community Partner $500 All of the above, plus:
 • Recognized in “Color Me, Huntsville: Where Huntsville Women Made History” coloring book
 • Five copies of “Color Me, Huntsville: Where Huntsville Women Made History” coloring books

Preservation Society $1000 All of the above, plus:
 • Recognition as Preservation Partner at all HHF events
 • Recognition as Preservation Partner on HHF website

Preservation Partner $2,500 All of the above, plus:
 • Recognition as Preservation Partner at all HHF events
 • Precognition as Preservation Partner on HHF website

Foundation Partner $5,000 All of the above, plus: 
 • Recognition as Foundation Partner on all HHF events
 • Recognition as Foundation Partner on HHF website
 
Membership Levels
 I would like to renew my membership in the Historic Huntsville Foundation. 
 I would like to join the Historic Huntsville Foundation. 
 Individual/Family $50
 Patron $125
 Benefactor $250
 Community Partner $500
 Preservation Society $1000
 Preservation Partner $2,500
 Foundation Partner $5,000

Name

Address

City State Zip

Email

Home Phone Cell

Make checks payable to: The Historic Huntsville Foundation
Please send your membership dues to: 
The Historic Huntsville Foundation
124 Southside Square
Huntsville, AL 35801


