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        2020 preservation grant award from the 
Alabama Historical Commission for $7,123 
will help the Historic Huntsville Foundation 
make needed repairs to protect and preserve the 
original storefront and windows of Harrison 
Brothers Hardware. The storefront of Harrison 
Brothers Hardware dates to 1902. We believe 
Harrison Brother’s glass pane windows 
are the oldest windows on a retail store in 
the  downtown core and among the oldest, 
original glass windowpanes in a retail store in 
the state.

Work will commence in January 2020.  The 
store’s eight, single-paned glass windows will be 
temporarily removed from their frames.  Prior 
to their removal, a safety and security film will 
be applied to their surface to strengthen the 
glass and prevent it from shattering. Plywood 
will be placed over the window openings.  
Repairs will begin to the storefront, which 
include repairing the wood around the window 
frames.  Once complete, the windowpanes will 
be reinstalled, and all wood trim painted to 
match the existing green color of the store. 

The protective film will stay on the panes to 
protect them for the future.  As HHF board 

A 
A preservation grant will help HHF protect the historic Harrison Brothers storefront.

member Andy Kelly explains, “The film 
strengthens the glass and turns it into 
something like a windshield. This repair 
project is one more fulfilment of the 
promise HHF made to preserve the 
store.  We believe it necessary to  take 
this preventative step to ensure nothing 
happens to a place that represents so 
much to the Huntsville community.”

The HHF Board of Directors and 
Harrison Brothers staff are prepared for 
the attention they will receive when the 
plywood goes up over the store windows. 
The store will remain open to customers.  
 
Along with being a destination for local 
shoppers, Harrison Brothers is also an 
ambassador for the state of Alabama. 
Approximately 60,000 people visit 
HBH annually, of which 70 percent 
are tourists.  Many of these tourists are 
international visitors, drawn from around 
the world by the U. S. Space and Rocket 
Center, U. S Space Camp,  NASA’s 
Marshall Space Flight Center, or Toyota 
and Mitsubishi automotive plants.  

OUR VIEW OF THE WORLD 
Through the Windows of Harrison Brothers Hardware



.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   

word from your Historic Huntsville Foundation  
   Board Chairman…

As 2019 comes to an end, and even 
though the holidays are a swirl of 
activity pulling us to and fro, it’s 
important to stop, take a breath and 
reflect on the year that’s passed us by 
in what seems like a flash. This, the 
bicentennial year of our great state, has 
been a good one to Historic Huntsville 
Foundation. All the awareness and 
activities surrounding its celebration 
have brought with them a renewed 
interest in the importance of our 
Huntsville history and challenged us 
as an organization to find new, fun, 
unique and, dare we say, youthful ways 
to engage our growing audience of 
fans. Enough cannot be said about the 
hard work of our Executive Director, 
Harrison Brothers Hardware staff and 
volunteers, your Board of Directors and 
you, the membership, have put in to 
making this year a great one. 

.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   

Now what?  Though our success this year 
has been noteworthy, the ‘win’ for HHF 
comes with using this renewed energy 
to expand our reach, challenge ourselves 
to continue to impact the preservation 
of our community, offer greater value to 
our membership and ultimately leave 
our city and the Foundation better than 
we found it. Here’s how we do just that 
as we move forward: We continue the 
incredibly successful Color Me, Huntsville 
and Finding Huntsville tours, programs 
and school system presentations. We 
continue to engage in the important 
community conversations happening 
around preservation in our city and the 
surrounding areas as we transition into 
a new age of what defines a “historical 
structure.” We create amazing experiences 
for our long-term members; so incredible 
they bring new members into the fold. (if 
you haven’t seen the membership renewal 
offerings, they’re amazing! Seriously, go 

take a look.) And lastly, we embark 
on a full restoration of the Harrison 
Brothers Hardware façade as well as 
preserve, catalogue, archive and create 
a meaningful and informative display 
of the Harrison brothers records and 
much-beloved “pile of stuff.”

It’s true this year has been a great one, 
with of much to be proud. However, 
rather than rest on those successes, we 
endeavor to charge forward into a new 
decade, the new year and a new day for 
Historic Huntsville Foundation. 

Leslie Tuck  Walker

A

For years, the cluttered business desk piled high with papers at the back of 
Harrison Brothers symbolized the brothers’ penchant for disorderly orderliness 
and their unwillingness to part with a single scrap of paper.  As time wore on, it 
became impossible to ignore that the papers displayed on the desk and upper wall 
were slowly deteriorating, and that when the papers were gone, the information 
they contained about the store and its history would be gone, as well.  

With the legacy of Harrison Brothers crumbling before our eyes, we reached out 
to Reagan Grimsley and Drew Adan at the University of Alabama-Huntsville’s 
Special Collections and Archives for help.  In 2015, HHF donated the business 
ledgers and records of the Harrison Brothers to UAH Special Collections and 
Archives. With full confidence in the UAH Special Collections staff, we sought 
their advice for how to protect and archive the materials on and around the desk.

In early November, Reagan, Drew, and their team collected the materials and 
took them to the UAH library, where the papers will be scanned and digitized.  
The original materials will then be returned to HBH, for a series of displays 
and exhibits that explain the history of the store and its larger place within the 
Huntsville community.  

HHF and UAH will seek grant funding and donations to support our Harrison 
Brothers history exhibition. If you would like to offer assistance, please contact 
Donna Castellano at donna@historichuntsville.org or 256.508.5372. 

Reagan Grimsley, Head of UAH Special Collections and 
University Archivist, Drew Adan, Archivist, Caroline Gibbons and 

Caitlyn Schoenig carefully pack Harrison Brothers materials
 for their transfer to the UAH Library.

Partners in Preservation
UAH and HHF Continue to Preserve the Legacy of  Harrison Brothers Hardware



Finding Huntsville activity books and walking tours remain a 
hot-ticket item. We’ve  had a hard time keeping up with the 
demand for the books from folks visiting the Convention and 
Visitors Center and from local schoolteachers using the activity 
books for Huntsville history lessons.  HHF board member Carol 
Codori quickly assumed tour guide-in-chief role, and Carol is 
scheduling personally guided tours for groups and visitors in 2020.  

Color Me, Huntsville is the “little coloring book that could” and 
DOES get third graders excited about Huntsville history, our 
historic resources and why they should be preserved.  In the past 
three months, HHF has visited thirteen elementary schools in 
Huntsville and Madison County, presenting programs and giving 
away over 1,100 coloring books to third-grade students, teachers, 
and school libraries. So far, principals from six elementary schools 
have requested Color Me, Huntsville programs in early 2020, 
representing a need for over 500 Color Me, Huntsville coloring 
books. 

Alabama’s Bicentennial challenged us to create projects to get 
people excited about our state and its history. And guess what?  
HHF did. We found our voice and discovered an audience eager 
for our message.  And now, the show must go on.

A few years ago, Alabama’s Bicentennial was just a dream.  
Then reality set in; we began planning in earnest; we 
developed programs, received grants, and launched our 
projects to the satisfaction of all.  The rest, as they say, is 
history.  

Except when it’s not.  HHF’s Bicentennial-inspired story 
will continue after the clock strikes twelve on the night of 
December 31, 2019. 

Our history-based projects,  Footsteps to Statehood, Finding 
Huntsville: A Kid-Friendly Field Guide to Huntsville’s 
Historic Architecture and Color Me, Huntsville have made a 
home for themselves in the Huntsville community.  Due 
to their popularity, they show no sign of leaving. 

Footsteps to Statehood 
is a beautifully 
illustrated, self-
guided walking tour 
and brochure that 
tracks the path of 
Alabama statehood 
through nine houses 
in the Twickenham 
Historic District 
built in or before 
1819.  Footsteps goes 
beyond architectural 
descriptions and 
house histories. Our 
walking tour gives 
a comprehensive 
overview of the 
economic and 
political foundations 
of Huntsville’s 
early development, 

including a discussion about the lives and contributions made 
by Alabama’s enslaved workforce.  Funding by a grant from 
the Community Foundation of Greater Huntsville, Footsteps 
walking tours and brochures are available at the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau and Harrison Brothers Hardware, with 
plans to offer HHF walking tours in Spring 2020. 

HELD OVER BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
HHF’s Bicentennial Projects Have Made Themselves at Home



Our preservation mission
is fueled by the donations of individuals, families and business owners 

who believe historic places make our community a better place to live, work and play.

Bicentennial Sponsor •••••••••••••
Elisabeth Whitten
The Doris Burwell Foundation 
The Propst Foundation
Nancy and Richard Van Valkenburgh

Preservation Society ••••••••••••
Thomas Craven
Cecilia Halsey
Bicentennial Partner
Beverly and Danny Alm
First Bank 
Fountain, Parker, Harbarger & Associates
April Harris
Sarah Lauren and Andy Kattos
Mark Sapp
Faith and Billy Woods

Benefactor ••••••••••••
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Batson
Karen and Michael Bofenkamp
Priscilla Brinkley
Sandra and Richard Broughton
Betty and Julian Butler
C & A Printing
Rebecca and David Carstens
Valerie and Jay Chandler
Carol Codori
Claudia and Jim Davis
Kathleen and Philip Dotts
Mary Ann and Gene Ezell 
Connie Grund
Phyllis and Hank Holland 
Bill Johnston
Cathy and Andy Kelly
Shelbie King
Teresa and John Ledbetter 
Judy and Jim Link
Julie and Robert Lockwood
Kay and Sam Lowry
Linda and James Maples
Jane McDonald
Martha and Ed Miller
Old Town Historic Preservation District
Susan and Bruce Park
Preservation Company
Mary Lee and Lee Prout
Vicki and Monty Redburn
Carolyn and Jim Rountree
Gene Sapp
Kelly and Randy Schrimsher

Patsy and John Shields
Siniard, Timberlake & League
Carroll Strickland
Caroline Swope
Jean Templeton
Ann Upchurch
Nancy and Richard Van Valkenburgh, Jr.
Wimberly and John Watts
Beverly and Louis Weiner
Wendy Wilson and Curtis Benzle

Patron ••••••••••••
Christy and Bill Alison
Kathy Alexander
Beth and Robert Altenkirch
Pat Ammons and Lee Roop 
Lyn and Gil Aust
Jerry Barclay
Eula and Tommy Battle
Kay Brotherton
Lucy and Roy Brown
Susan and Hall Bryant, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Buckley
Judy and Barry Carden
Virginia and Mike Caruso
Pattie and John Cline
Ann and Fred Coffey
Becky and Richard Curtis
Sarah Curtis and Don Wolfe 
Jan and Blake Dorning
Saralyn Dwyer
Peggy and Paul Gattis
Mr. and Mrs. Gierow 
Margaret Anne Goldsmith
Peggy and Gary Griner
Kim and John Hartley
Patsy and Frank Haws
Joyce Hoar
Laura and Michael Innes
Aimee and Steve Johnson
Sue and Steve Johnson
Ellie and Allen Lastinger
Alice Lawler
Rosemary and Joe Lee
Anne and George Lewis
Ellie and Jeff Lienau
Betsy and Peter Lowe 
Frank Alex Luttrell, III
Ellen and Joe Marks
Dan Maxwell
Ginney and Foster McDonald
Mary McQuinn

Gerry and Kermit Moore
Laurie and Tom Noojin 
Bobbie and Dean O’Farrell
Sharon and Albert Patterson
Sheri Pearson and Michael Belmont 
Shari and Ron Poteat
Mike Propst
Louise and John Reynolds
Pat Ryan
Dianne and Calame Sammons
Sasha and Charlie Sealy
Sue and John Shaver
Linda Smith
Jodi Stephens
Diane Strickland
Jane and Louie Tippett
Charlotte and Tim Tolar
Nancy Van Valkenburgh and 
 Darryl Holder
Charles Vaughn Lumber Company
Sally Warden
Charlie Warren
Jerry Whitworth
Diane and Jan Williams
Mary and Newell Witherspoon
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Woodward

Family ••••••••••••
Sharron and Elliott Abernethy, Jr.
James Allen
Ruby Akin
Julie Anglin
Louise and Fred Applegate
Penny Bashore
Gayle Baslock
Sara Batson
Sharon and Tom Baxter, III
Jean Berry
Patrice and Buck Bishop
Hannah Boon
Etheline Bounds
Mr. and Mrs. George Boyd
Flo and Al Boyer
Beverly and Jim Bragg
Rhonda and Doug Brewster
Jennifer Brierly
Kakki and J.R. Brooks
Mem and Hall Bryant III
Gayle and Ed Buckbee
Emily and Jack Burwell
Kelly and Michael Butler
Madelyn Poteat Bussey



Greg Carter
Donna and Mike Castellano
Kathy and Ronnie Chesser
Debbie Clotfelter and Will Marsh
Hugh and Anne Coleman
Virginia Cook
Courtney Copeland
Rose and Russell Costanza
Amy and Steve Cornelius
Brenda and Bill Courtney
Sara and Craig Covigton
Mr. and Mrs. Hanson Couvillion, Jr. 
Annelle and Tom Craig
Billie and Richard Currie
Butch and Jerry Damson
Mary Daniel
Carol and Deane Dayton
Anna and Rusty Dinwiddie
Roberta Dismukes
Kerry and Thomas Doran
Lynda Doud
Leslie and Fred Ecklund
Margo Ellison
Karen Elmore
Carlene Elrod
Lynne and Stewart Evans
Dwight Fay
Ann and Stan Fee
Maria Freeman
Linda and John Frost
Pat and Bob Gaffin
Pam and Tony Gann
Candace and Jeff Garber
Nancy and Steve Gauldin
Rusty George
Sarah and Carl Gessler, Jr.
Caroline Gibbons
Nancy Gill
Dr. and Mrs. Goldbach 
Betty Grisham and Kyle Husband
June and Buddy Guynes
Dan Halcomb
John and Melinda Hamilton
Harvilee Harbarger
Susie and Tommy Harper
Dorcas Harris and Dick Reeves 
Eleanor and George Harsh
Cindy and Dick Hartman
Nancy and Juergen Haukohl
Sarah and Tom Hereford 
Liz and Billy Herrin
Bonnie and Steve Hettinger
Suzie and Dick Hiatt
Delphia Hill
Barbara and Mike Holbrook
Sheree Holland
Don and Mary Huber
Dick and Marilyn Hull
Huntsville Ghost Walk

Martha Sue and Vernon Hutchens
Thomas Hutchens
Kathryn Jackson
Joan Gail and William Johnson
Nell and David Johnston
Michael Kirkpatrick
Hal and Karen Kimbrough
Shannon and George King
Drenda King
Crystal Lavendar Kitchens
Ola Ann and Jim Lee
Bettie and Donald Lewter
Norma Lindsey
Sally and Bob Locklear
Eleanor and Rick Loring
Lee and Andy Lowery
Linda and Don Maccubbin
Douglas Madison
Cindy and Fulvio Manto
Sophie and Mark Mantooth
William Martin
Debbie Mayes
Jane McBride
Susie McCormick
JoAnne McCormick
Eugenia and Bill McCoy
Ann and Wayne McDonald
Helen Middleton
Margaret Merryman
Ila and Leonard Mitchum, Jr.
Susan and Charles Morley
Beth and Ray Morring
Mr. and Mrs. Moss
Nancy and Bill Munson
Ann and Rodney Myers
Freya and Loch Neely
Shelby and Benny Nelson
Victoria Norris
Michael O’Connor
Suzanne O’Connor
Josie and Bill O’Meara
Katherine and John Ofenloch
Susan Ozment
Dr. and Mrs. Paludan
Charlotte and Jimmy Park, Jr
Marilyn Passino
Zack and Christie Penney
Peggy and Ralph Petroff
Nancy and Charlie Pike
Mark and Kate Purvis
Olivia and J. D. Reed
Dale Rhoades
Mary Pat and Dennis Riley
Dr. Ken Rivenbark and Randy Roper
Jennifer Robinson
Leila Anne and Robby Rowan
Melissa and Dag Rowe
Cindi and James Sanderson
Sharon Sapp

Stephanie and Neil Schamban
Barry Schrimsher
Dixie Seeley
Mary Claire Sefton
Cheryl and Scott Sexton
Cindy Sensenberger
Jenny Shaney
Lacey and Jon Sharpe
Katie Shaver
Pam and Taze Shepard, III
Janet and William Sholes
Patty and Sid Smith
Loretta Spencer
Richard Spera
Rhonda and Les Stamps
Katie Stamps
Bill Stender
Connie and Rusty Stephenson
Pam and John Stieglitz
Sally and Carter Stockton
Susan and Bill Sullins
Penny and Steven Sumners
Laurel Swanson
Virginia and George Thacker
Deb and Don Thomas
Annette and Richard Tingle
Brenda and Richard Titus
Janice Turner
Cathy Van Valkenburgh
Vicki Van Valkenburgh
Lynne and Joe Vallely
Dennis Vaughn
Freeda Vest
Jane and Tom Wacaster
Lynda Walker
Leslie Walker
Sarah and Andy Watson
Margaret and Cary Watson
Janet Watson
Diane Weiler
Ann and Dave Weis 
Kay and Don Wheeler
Joy Wiginton 
Margie and Michael Wiesman
Jamie and Ben Wilson
Beth Wise
Lindsey and Tom Wright
Jane and Peter Yu

Lifetime ••••••••••••
Carol and Lee Harless
Peg and Buzz Heeschen



Initially conceived as a fun way to use art, 
history and coloring to celebrate the Alabama 
Bicentennial, Color Me, Huntsville reached new 
heights after Huntsville City School personnel 
encouraged HHF to develop Color Me, 
Huntsville for classroom use.

This program is now wildly popular with 
Huntsville school administrators, classroom 
teachers and students. Dr. Timothy Scott, 
Deputy of Instruction at Huntsville City 
School, recently praised Color Me, Huntsville, 
stating, “HHF staff and volunteers have 
distributed the books personally through 
informative school presentations to the delight 
and fascination of both students and teachers. 
With every presentation, the educational 
benefits of Color Me, Huntsville become more 
self-evident.” 

A visit from HHF’s Color Me, Huntsville team 
consists of a presentation about Huntsville’s 
founding, our historic buildings, the people 
associated with these places, and why they 
should be preserved.  At the end of the program, 
children choose one of the three coloring books 
and HHF donates a full set to each classroom 
teachers and the school library.

Wow! Is This Really in Huntsville???
Let’s Keep the Coloring Going! 

Please consider a gift to Color Me, 
Huntsville and help fund our educational 
programs for 2020. (There is a place for this 
on the membership form at the back page of 
the newsletter.) Community leaders will 
praise your preservation foresight in 2117, 
when planning commences for Alabama’s 
Tricentennial.



Mid-Century Masterpiece on Monte Sano 
The  home of Tom Froehlich and Charles Vaughn
 on Monte Sano Mountain will open your mind to the 
possibilities of a ranch-style house.
Sunday, October 25, 2020
Two tours; 30 guests per tour, 
$20/person admission

HHF Debuts New Membership Benefits for 2020 
More Events! More Tours! And Exclusive Invitations into Historic Homes

There is no doubt. 2019 will go down in the history books as a banner year for HHF. We wondered if we could ever top the 
success of the Bicentennial year…then we got an idea…a wonderfully marvelous idea…an idea for a new menu of membership 
benefits sure to appeal to all our history-loving members.  You received the details in your invitation to the holiday reception, 

but here’s a reminder just in case things got lost in the busy-ness of the holidays.

Members Only Walking Tours
Free to all HHF Members

Sacred Sanctuaries
Sunday, May 17, 2020 from 2 pm to 4pm

HHF members enjoy a walking tour that includes 
four historic places of worship. 

First United Methodist Church, tour led by Nancy Van Valkenburgh
Randolph Street Church of Christ, tour led by Rosemarie Webb

Temple B’nai Sholom, tour led by Pam Rhodes
Central Presbyterian Church, tour guide TBD

Stovehouse Expedition
Fall, 2020

Dr. John Kvach takes HHF members on an
 amazing, behind the scenes tour of Stovehouse, 

a former stove manufacturing factory that’s
 been reimagined as Huntsville’s most dynamic

 dining and entertainment venue. 

An Invitation to History
A series of three home and garden tours, exclusively for HHF members. Limited tour size allows guests to enjoy the property at 

your own pace while learning about the residence from the owners. Free admission and early registration are available
 to members who join at the Benefactor and above level. Tours begin at 2:00 and 3:00

The Collector’s House
The Steele Street home of Jerry Barclay offers a 

master class in how to blend a period restoration
 with the convenience of modern life.

Sunday, May 10, 2020
Two tours; 25 guests per tour, $20/person admission

La Belle Epoqué
Nell and David Johnston open the doors of the 
1902 Van-Valkenburgh-Johnston house and share 
what it means to live in one of Huntsville’s 
most recognizable historic properties.
Sunday, June 7, 2020
Two tours;  40 guests per tour; 
$20/person admission

These tours are FREE to all members.  
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FOUN DATION

2020 Membership Levels & Benefits
Individual/Family Membership $50  
 •  Guests at holiday membership reception • Invitations to HHF Special Event
 •  Receive HHF newsletter • Recognition in HHF newsletter, 10% off shopping discount in 
  HBH, excluding sale or consignment.

Patron $125  All of the above, plus:
 •  Recognition as Patron in HHF newsletter

Benefactor $250  All of the above, plus:
 •  Recognized as Benefactor Member in HHF newsletter
 •  Recognition as Benefactor on Community Sponsors and Donor Board displayed in Harrison Brothers Hardware
 •  Free admission and early registration to Invitation to History Home Tours

Bicentennial Partner $500  All of the above, plus: 
 •  Recognition as a Bicentennial Partner in the Color Me, Huntsville coloring book 

Preservation Society $1000  All of the above, plus:
 •  Recognized as Preservation Society member in HHF newsletter
 •  Community Sponsors and Donors Board, and Color Me, Huntsville coloring book

Preservation Partner $2,500  All of the above, plus:
 •  Recognized as Preservation Partner in HHF Newsletter
 •  Community Sponsors and Donors Board, and Color Me, Huntsville coloring book

Thank you for building a more vibrant future for Huntsville-Madison County by preserving our past!
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

  Yes, Please renew my membership in the Historic Huntsville Foundation.
  Individual & Family $50

Patron $125
Benefactor $250
Bicentennial Partner $500
Preservation Society $1,000
Preservation Partner $2,500

ADDITIONAL DONATION
Color Me, Huntsville donation of $__________________

Name ____________________________________________________________________  
Print name as it should appear on our membership levels and mailings.

Address __________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________State _______ Zip ____________________
Email Address _____________________________________________________________
Home Phone ________________________Cell __________________________________
Make checks payable to: The Historic Huntsville Foundation
Please send your membership dues to:  The Historic Huntsville Foundation
 124 Southside Square, Huntsville, AL 35801

124 Southside Square
Huntsville, AL 35801
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