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Want a recipe for a perfect Saturday? Start 
with blue skies and a fall day tinged with a hint 
of coolness. Blend with equal parts music, history 
tours, facepainting, raffles and food trucks. Serve 
in generous portions on the sidewalks of down-
town Huntsville, and be prepared for folks to line 
up for seconds. 

The Historic Huntsville Foundation’s Customer 
Appreciation Day on Saturday, October 10 was 
a resounding success. “We thought a great way 
to thank those who keep the Harrison Brothers 
tradition alive would be to throw a party in their 
honor,” says Jeanne Steadman, HHF Board mem-
ber and organizer of Customer Appreciation Day 
festivities. An irresistible combination of sunshine 
and family-friendly activities drew crowds to the 
courthouse square. 

The Historic Huntsville Foundation’s bold 

purchase of Harrison Brothers Hardware in 1984 
prevented the dissolution of Alabama’s oldest 
operating hardware store. Thirty-one years later, 
aided by enthusiastic volunteers, dedicated staff 
and loyal customers, Harrison Brothers Hardware 
is still going strong. 

This support, Steadman continues, allows Har-
rison Brothers to function as a cultural touchstone 
appreciated by area residents and visitors from 
across the world. She says, “This store reminds 
people of the Huntsville that existed before we  
became a modern, space-age city. Folks love being 
in Harrison Brothers. The store shows that a 
historic building can live on, enriching the lives and 
memories of current generations.” 

There is always a reason to celebrate Harrison 
Brothers Hardware. Stop in the store and become 
part of the Harrison Brothers Hardware tradition. 
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The Historic Huntsville  

Foundation is committed 

to building a vibrant future 

for 

Huntsville-Madison County  

by preserving our past.  

Since 1974, we have 

promoted the protection  

and preservation of

Huntsville-Madison County’s 

 historically, architecturally 

and culturally significant

structures and sites 

through education, advocacy 

and public policy.

 Donna Castellano

Celebrating Harrison Brothers Hardware
Icing on the Cake



Documenting Twickenham 
                                 Updated Twickenham Nomination listed to the National Register of Historic Places      Donna Castellano

Bummed at the thought of fighting holiday store crowds?  

Want creative suggestions for those hard-to-buy-for family or friends?  

Let our personal shopping team of Anne Wood and Cara Thornton make holiday shopping a breeze.

Just schedule an appointment with us at 256.536.3631, bring in your list, and we will help with the rest!  

Make it easier for those shopping for YOUR gift and list your ‘favorites on our Harrison Brothers Gift Registry.    

And don’t forget! Harrison Brothers offers free giftwrapping for all gifts over $10!  

HBH Personal Shopping Service 

Note: Harrison Brothers Hardware’s extended holiday hours of 9:30 am to 6:00 pm begin the day after Thanksgiving.  

Many thanks to our Generous Movies in the Park Sponsors 

Jerry Damson/Honda Acura
BancorpSouth Bank

Downtown Huntsville, Inc.
Huntsville International Airport

The Propst Foundation 
& The City of Huntsville 

ENCORE! ENCORE!
2015 Summer Movies in the Park closes with Rave Reviews Don’t Forget! 

Membership 
renewal cards for 

HHF 2016 
are included

 with your invitations
 to 

Cocktails, 
Carols and Holiday Cheer!  

Please continue 
your support of

 HHF 
and our

 preservation 
mission.  
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It began with Malificent, grew with  
The Princess Bride, and hit new records with  
Despicable Me, when Gru and his minions took 
over Big Spring Park and ensured that HHF’s 
Summer Movies in the Park ended with a blast. 

“Folks always came early to have first-choice 
seating, and we decided to offer entertainment 
before the movie began at sundown,” explains 
Donna Castellano, HHF Executive Director.    

Food trucks, face painting, magicians, and the 
Heart of the Valley YMCA’s Funtastic Family 
Hour were a great supporting cast to the head-
line movie, bringing thousands to the park for 
the free Friday night event. Movies in the Park 
2016 is in production, and we look forward to 
another hit year! 

We Couldn’t Do it Without You!

.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  .   .  .   .  .  



.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  .   .  .   .  .  From the Chairman Fred Coffey

My, my, how time flies when you are Chairman of the Historic 
Huntsville Foundation. It seems like yesterday we were planning the 
menu for our annual holiday membership reception, and before we can 
say “Movies in the Park” or “Twickenham National Register Resurvey” 
we are back, once again, at this starting point.  

And that is most appropriate, because your membership, your  
financial support, is the starting point for all we do at the Historic 
Huntsville Foundation.  

Your membership contribution ensured that Huntsville-Madison 
County’s most historically and architecturally significant homes, buildings 
and sites were identified and documented. 

 Your membership contribution supported another successful year  
of Movies in the Park, attracting thousands of folks to our historic 

downtown core. And your membership contribution supports the  
continued operation of Harrison Brothers Hardware, the visible  
expression of our preservation mission at work.  

In the next few weeks, you will receive the invitation to our  
membership reception, Carols, Cocktails and Holiday Cheer, along  
with membership renewal materials. We hope you will renew your  
commitment to the Historic Huntsville Foundation. 

Please join us the evening of Wednesday, December 9 at the  
Weeden House on Gates Avenue. This beautiful historic house will  
be decked out in festive finery and the dining table laden with  
delectable nibbles. Have a drink of your choice and join us in a toast. 

We have accomplished great things. We have much to celebrate,  
and a new year is just around the corner.

A N N U A L  M E M B E R S H I P  R E C E P T I O N

At the home of Mary and Bob Drakey
500 Franklin Street

Sunday, the eighth of December
Four until Six o’clock in the evening

b    uilt in the year of Alabama statehood,  
the Weeden House has been the  

home of many prominent  
Huntsville residents. The home’s most 

beloved resident is artist and  
poet Maria Howard Weeden  

whose poems and watercolor portraits  
of former slaves earned  

international recognition.

Owned by the City of Huntsville,  
the Weeden House is now a  
house museum maintained 

and operated by the 
Twickenham Historic Preservation District.

THPDA
Within the house is an impressive 

collection of paintings and sketches 
by Maria Howard Weeden, 

portraits by noted antebellum artist 
William Frye and period antiques.

Through THPDA’s stewardship, 
school children and visitors 

from across the world tour the 
Weeden House and have an 

opportunity to experience life in 
nineteenth century Alabama.



.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   

Thank you notes

 Growing up in the Huntsville area, my  

impression of Roy L. Stone Middle School 

has always been “the school behind the 

fence,” somewhat detached from the 

surrounding area. When I heard it is being 

developed by Randy Schrimsher as Campus 

No. 805, a 13-acre mixed-use project, I  

wasn’t sure what to expect. 

 As I turn left at the corner of Governors 

Drive and Triana Boulevard, I realize quickly 

I should have asked Dan Perry, President 

and co-founder of Straight to Ale Brewery, 

exactly where we should meet since almost 

every side of the building is under some  

stage of construction.

 I should mention that I am an architectural 

historian by trade and a lover of adaptive 

reuse. I find the creativity and revitalization 

that comes from designing new uses for  

historic structures to be fascinating. After 

sitting dormant since closing its doors to  

students in 2009, the 63-year-old former 

school building fairly buzzes with energy  

and endless possibilities. Where once stood  

a defunct school, now stands a haven for 

innovation and local entrepreneurship. 

 Although portions of the façade have 

been rebuilt inward to make room for public 

parking and green space, the overall outward 

appearance of the school remains the same. 

Walking through the front doors, Dan tells 

me there are four tenants on the first floor 

and all but one of the spaces has been filled. 

The former front office to my left will be 

the new location of the Lone Goose Saloon. 

Bubba’s Catering occupies a large portion of 

the west side of the building. 

 Empty recessed areas in the hallways 

show where student lockers once were, and 

it still very much looks like a school. These 

recesses will most likely have built-in benches 

installed. Dan says Straight to Ale, which 

is housed on the east side of the building, 

will keep their lockers in place and find new 

uses for them. “They’re useful and they just 

look cool. It seems silly to destroy stuff like 

that.” Right away, I can see that Dan and 

his partners at Straight to Ale are working 

diligently to incorporate as many elements 

of the original building as possible. They’ve 

taken ten bays of lockers from other parts of 

the school and plan to reuse old tables from 

the science lab. 

 As we walk through the dark hallways, 

Dan points out a room that will house a shop 

called Sweet Liberty BYO Homebrew Supplies 

which will include a taproom. Next, we walk 

up a short flight of stairs into the former 

home economics classroom. It is a large room 

that will have a portion of the floor removed 

and railing installed allowing guests to look 

down into the room below. This first floor 

room will be the barrel aging floor with walls 

lined with barrels and a small stage at the 

front. Seating for approximately 300 people 

will be available on the first and second 

floors. This is by far one of the most creative-

ly designed rooms in the building, and I can 

already imagine the intimate atmosphere this 

space will create.

 The former band room will have dual uses. 

One-third of the room will house Ronnie 

Raygun’s Arcade which will showcase classic 

1980s gaming and pinball machines. The 

other two-thirds of the space will be home  

to a VIP members-only speakeasy.

 The main entry for Straight to Ale 

Brewery will feature an inviting glass façade. 

A small outdoor stage and patio has been built 

to the left of the entrance to house a biergarten. 

Once the facility is completed, guests walking 

through the front doors will immediately 

see a large bar positioned between two doors 

that lead into the former gym. This space 

will be the taproom where people can watch 

Straight to Ale employees at work while 

enjoying a beer in the air conditioned room. 

Independent local restaurateurs will run a 

restaurant called Ale’s Kitchen that will serve 

food into the taproom. Dan is also opening 

a doughnut bakery called Dough’s Nuts 

with Dion Denton of Big Ed’s Pizza and 

Mackenzie Rufer. They are saving the wood 

flooring in the gym and using those pieces 

to construct all of the bars, tables and booths 

in the taproom and speakeasy. The large “S” 

in the middle of the basketball court will be 

repurposed as a conference table. They are 

also trying to find ways to incorporate the 

scoreboards and use them as a brewery timer.

 I ask Dan about the reactions that he 

has received after the redevelopment of this 

historic school was announced. He says they 

heard from many former students, some of 

whom expressed concern at the building 

being dismantled. Dan says Straight to 

Ale is adamant about finding creative ways 

to repurpose the original structure. After 

walking through the space and hearing all of 

the renovation plans, I can see how diligently 

they are working toward that goal.

 Campus No. 805 is being designed by 

Matheny Goldmon Architects. Dan calls 

their work “excellent” and says they have 

let him and Randy have total input on the 

development’s overall design. “We wanted to 

make our area blend in with the school, so 

we’re going to copy the art deco columns at 

the front entrance,” says Dan. 

 Chad Emerson, Downtown Huntsville, 

Inc. CEO, approached Dan with the idea of 

expanding Straight to Ale at Stone Middle. 

“We loved the place, but couldn’t take on the 

whole building,” Dan says. A developer was 

needed to buy the property and cultivate it. 

“From there, it’s kind of gone nuts. It’s way 

more than we could imagine.”

 At the end of my tour, we stand on a back 

patio overlooking the former athletic fields 

where the city of Huntsville is developing 

a 4-acre city park. The park will have space 

for food trucks as well as a stage on the north 

side that will be a venue for larger productions 

with room for 2,000-2,500 people. Dan says, 

“The city has really embraced the project, 

which I think is great.” Yellowhammer  

Brewing is on the other side of the park in a 

newly constructed building with new retail 

space next door. 

 Campus No. 805’s vision is to be an adult 

playground with an entertainment district 

where people can buy beer, eat food, go to 

local events, and connect with the Huntsville 

community. “We can do so much to bring 

people to this area of town. This is just a start 

of what’s coming. People are already buying 

houses in the surrounding neighborhoods to 

relocate to this area.” Dan and his partners 

at Straight to Ale plan to cover the entire 

southeast with their quality beer and  

products. Their hard work and attention to 

detail is already apparent in the design for  

this new expansion.

 Straight to Ale’s target opening will be 

in mid-March 2016. I know I will be there 

with my favorite local brew toasting to their 

success. Sláinte!

Straight to Ale Brewery Integrates Old and New at Former Stone Middle School
Katie Stamps



aking a difference: Our preservation mission at work

Our preservation mission begins with you.  
Thank you for helping us secure a more vibrant future for Huntsville-Madison County by preserving our past.  
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nola
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Mr. and Mrs. James T. Baxter, III
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Mr. and Mrs. Al Boyer
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Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Guynes
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Mr. and Mrs. Ray Morring
Ms. Jan Morrow
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Mr. and Mrs. Don Phelps
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Mr. and Mrs. Dick Reeves
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles O. Sealy
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Sharpe
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Mrs. Mark C. Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Steven P. Smith
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Mr. and Mrs. Stan Steadman
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Dr. and Mrs. Robert Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Stinson
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Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sumners
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Mr. and Mrs. Lyle A. Taylor
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Mr. and Mrs. Walter Thames
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Thornton
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thurber
Mr. and Mrs. John Tidball
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Tingle
Mr. and Mrs. Art Tischer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Titus
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Mrs. Mahlon Turner
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Mr. and Mrs. Jason Vandiver
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert W. Vaughan
Mr. Dennis Vaughn
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Vest
Mrs. Ruth G. von Saurma
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Wacaster
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Wallace
Dr. Charles F. Warren
Mr. and Mrs. Bland Warren
Mr. and Mrs. Cary Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Watson Jr.
Mr. Matthew Wear
Ms. Diane Weiler
Mr. Stephen Welstead
Dr. and Mrs. Don Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wiesman
Mr. and Mrs. Jan Williams
Curtis Benzle and Wendy Wilson
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Newell Witherspoon
Mr. Don Wolfe
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Yu
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2016 Membership Levels & Benefits
Individual/Family Membership $50
 • Are guests at holiday membership reception, “Carols, Cocktails, & Holiday Cheer”
 • Receive invitations to HHF special events and programs
 • Receive Foundation newsletter
 • Recognition in HHF newsletter

Patron $125  All of the above benefits, plus:
 • Receive a 10% discount on any one item at Harrison Brothers Hardware, excluding consignment.

Benefactor $250  All of the above benefits, plus:
 • Individual or Corporate recognition as Benefactor on Community Sponsors and Donor Board displayed in  
          Harrison Brothers Hardware
 • Recognition on signage at Historic Huntsville Foundation events

Preservation Society $1000  All the above benefits, plus:
 • Individual or Corporate recognition as Preservation Society on Community Sponsors and Donor Board displayed in 
          Harrison Brothers Hardware
 • Recognition as Individual or Corporate sponsor of HHF’s Movies in the Park

Preservation Partner $2,500  All of the above benefits, pIus:
 • Individual or Corporate recognition as Preservation Partner on Community Sponsors and Donor Board displayed in
          Harrison Brothers Hardware
 • Recognition as Partnership Sponsor of HHF’s Movies in the Park

Thank you for helping us build a more vibrant future for Huntsville/Madison County by preserving our past!

The Historic Huntsville Foundation Membership Levels
  Individual & Family $50    Patron $125 to $249   Benefactor $250  

   Preservation Society $1,000   Preservation Partner $2,500

Please make checks payable to: The Historic Huntsville Foundation
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________
                             Print name as it should appear on our membership levels and mailings.
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________State ____Zip _________________________________________
Email Address _________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone ________________________Cell ______________________________________________________

Please send your membership dues to:   The Historic Huntsville Foundation
 124 Southside Square, Huntsville, AL 35801




